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Emily Shlapak (1) :          Alright, so  if you wanna just start with your name, where you're from and what 
 life was like, I guess in Argentina, 

Nicolas Iglesias(2): What life was like in Argentia? Well my name is Nicholas Iglesias. I'm from 
Argentina, i am 44 years old and I started coming to the states when in 2000. 
Uh, there was a big economic crisis at that time between 2001 in Argentina. I 
was working with my dad in a project and we own a printing company lets say, 
and it was not giving us enough money to the both families. Yeah. So I just 
decided to let him start to stay over there and I'm moved here and start from 
scratch. But it was easier for me being 20 years old. 

Ashley Alderman (3:       So you were 20 when you came? 

Speaker 2: I was 26 

Speaker 1: What was the process like to um, get your visa? 

Speaker 2: Extremely hard and difficult. It was, I mean when I first came I came with, uh, 
what was it, a tourist visa, so it all only allows me to stay for six months, not 
work for anybody. So what I did was for the first year I traveled back and forth 
17 times actually. 

Speaker 1: In six months? 

Speaker 1: No in a year, a year. Crazy. Let’s say about once a month, let's say 17 months 
probably. So what I was doing is coming in, buying some stuff, buying 
electronics, buying clothing, going back selling and trying to start a kind of a 
business and make a living for that, uh, after that, I mean, long story short, I 
started working for a company that sells cellular phones and they offered me to 
get my visa.I got the visa from them, a work visa, a working visa from them. And 
that every time that since I started trying to do my own business, what I did was 
I create my own company and start building my own LLC to get my visa through 
my company. 

Speaker 3: What was your company? Like cellular?  

Speaker 2: Uh, yes. It was a generic, buying and selling whatever I can do a basically for 
export to South America, especially different Argentina. And uh, that was the 



beginning of it. I worked for three different companies at the moment. The first 
one was going towards bankruptcy, so I moved to another one, got my visa, 
transferred the visa, and then after six years I was able to apply for my green 
card. At that very moment I got married to my actual wife. She was already a 
citizen, or getting her citizenship probably a year after we get married.  

Speaker 1: Was she from Argentina as well? 

Speaker 2: No she’s from Colombia.  

Speaker 3: She's went through the same process kind of too? 

Speaker 2: Kind of yeah, she did the basically the same process. We didn’t meet at that 
time, but she, she could make it faster than me,. So when I could apply for my 
green card, she was already applied for her citizenship. So I did my green card 
on her file, let's say. It was faster for me.  

Speaker 1: When you first came here, where did you come to? Harrisonburg?  

Speaker 2: No, no that was in Miami. I lived in Miami, uh, 15 years. 

Speaker 3 : What made you go to Miami first? 

Speaker 2: It was easier. It was the idea to live with some Latino, like community. So Latino 
community is surrounding, make it easier. One of my biggest friends was living 
there. Uh, so I moved here, moved there and started working with him. 

Speaker 3: So it was people you had previously known? 

Speaker 2: Yes. I mean only one, one or two friends that we actually did elementary school 
together. So I decided to start there. And my always, my goal was to move 
somewhere, let's say northern to live really in the states basically.  

Speaker 1: Uh, did you guys work together? 

Speaker 2: Yes, my friend?  

Speaker 1: Yes. 

Speaker 2: Yes, I worked for him. He was working for um, a, a cell phone company and he 
brought me into the company and we worked together for probably six or seven 
years. Then when the company was heading to bankruptcy I just moved onto 
another company. 

Speaker 1: Did you like living in Miami?  

Speaker 2: Yes and no. I mean it's a big city, a lot of options, but everything is a, I don't 
want to say a mess, but kind of. The worst thing was basically the, the weather 



weather was too much. Way too much, I mean eighties, at least all year, round 
around way too much. So again, after we got married, uh, probably five years 
after we were married, yes, between four or five years, we both have the same 
idea of let's move somewhere else and it just happened to be in Harrisonburg  

Speaker 3: You came over alone you said? 

Speaker 2: Yes 

Speaker 3: But did any of your family ever come over? 

Speaker 2: Not to live here. They visit at least once a year. Uh, I'm actually going to 
Argentina next week for 10 days. Uh, it’s my oldest brother, my only brother, 
50th birthday, so I'm flying to. I'm going to see him and stay with my family. My 
mother was here about two, three weeks ago. She usually comes once a year, at 
least, my brother every now and then. I haven't even seen my sister in three 
years, uh nephew's every now and then. It's, I mean it's long trip and an 
expensive trip,  so it's not easy for them to come over, especially big families. 

Speaker 1: How did you make the decision to come to Harrisonburg, like harrisonburg 
specifically? 

Speaker 2: That's uh, Okay. I will, I mean, if I have to say only one word, it will be adventure 
basically. Uh, I worked for myself for the last 15 years probably, or at least 10. I 
owned a cargo company in Miami. I was working way too much to be honest. All 
the records, all the stuff was on my shoulders, all the time. Um, so once a year , 
for usually holidays we did a road trip. Sandra, my wife, the dog and me, just the 
three of us driving around somewhere, usually north specially to Canada. I have 
a friend  who was in elementary school with me yet, so I'm still in touch with 
him and try to meet each other at least once a year with him. So on one of those 
trips we happened to stop in harrisonburg. Uh, we liked the city, it was nice, it 
was friendly, completely different. We were like okay this has all the seasons, 
you can actually see the changes.  

Speaker 1: Yeah that's why my family moved, cause I use to like in Florida, like West Palm 
beach area. 

Speaker 2: Okay, well the last, my last address in Miami, Florida was um Davy, fort 
lauderdale?  

Speaker 1: Oh okay fort lauderdale! Yeah but I was from Jersey, but we missed the four 
seasons so we moved back so that's why. Yeah.  

Speaker 2: So, and that trip also I mean, uh, Sandra, my wife works for Rosetta stone, 
Rosetta stone start here, it started here, the very best big, first beginning of the 
song encouraged.So, and that also, I mean, uh, Sandra, my wife works for 
Rosetta stone, Rosetta stone start here, it started here, the very  first beginning 
of Rosetta stone was in Harrisonburg. 



Speaker 1: Oh I was not aware of that. 

Speaker 2: So she is, a Spanish coach, online coach, so they have to work from certain 
cities. Usually it's main cities, Miami, New York, Texas, whatever. And this is one 
of them being the first one that they had. And we said okay, we can, she can still 
work from home. And I just, uh, we just decided to move here, one year after 
we were basically moving. 

Speaker 1: What made you transition from the cargo business to realty? 

Speaker 2: Uh, I again, was in international business for many years. Most of my clients 
have too much money in their own countries. They can't spend it over there 
because tax purposes or that kind of problems. So they started looking at me for 
some advisors. So I'm trying to see where they can buy or what they can do with 
the money. I help them to buy many properties in Miami, but without a license, 
just telling them what to do or where to buy. When I sold the cargo company, I 
moved here with an idea of one year of a sabbatical year and do nothing and 
just wind down. And after two or three months I'd say, okay, I can get my 
license. I got my license and start exploring a little bit more and started looking 
at properties. I bought one for myself as an investment. It was too good to be 
true too. So I get really deep into it. Got into it, got my license and thought okay, 
I can do something on the side to make a profit and you end up with it being 
way deeper and bigger than I thought. So I just focused completely on it. 

Speaker 1: Do you enjoy being a realtor? 

Speaker 2: Yes. Yes. Uh, I'm probably not the real, the ideal realtor or, the one that you will 
figure it out that is a realtor, 

Speaker 3: Like the image? 

Speaker 2: The image. Yes. The standard, because for example, I tend or try not to work on 
the weekends, which is not really a feasible for our standard realtor, but um, 
most of my clients are investors. 90 percent I've focused in investing in 
properties and I have probably , I can say about 50 properties I have sold, that 
the buyer didn't see because it’s just numbers. I mean this is a property, I can do 
this, I need to do this, do this, and then it is going to be rented at that, okay 
done, make the offer. So it's kind of a different approach. But I'm getting lately, 
probably  for the last six months and in the near future, I'm getting involved 
really deep with the Latino community so that will make me probably have to 
move a little more on the weekends. But the last, we just added two new 
realtors to the team and both speak Spanish and they're both new so probably 
all the leads that need more attention and more being taken care of over the 
weekends, they will help me and do that. 



Speaker 3: Has being an immigrant and your previous knowledge of the international 
trades and all that, has that helped you as a realtor or just ever affected you 
negatively? 

Speaker 2: No, it helped me really. I mean, again, most of my clients, at least my first clients 
were who I started calling and I saying I can do this instead of a meeting. There's 
a big difference buying a condo in Miami for $200,000 and one here for 50. 

Speaker 1: Yeah, it's crazy. 

Speaker 2: So calling them with that kind of differences and the rent here, it was even 
bigger than the one that you can have in the $200,000 in Miami. They were 
starting calling me back so it really helped me, the knowledge, and I'm a number 
person. I am. I mean it just comes to me. It's, it's easy for me. So all that as a 
background really helped me. It probably hurts me in the kind of way that I'm 
really a, again, linked to investments and that kind of unattached to a property. I 
mean if it will make me profit, I will give it. If no one will sell it I’ll make you sell 
it. So every time that, I mean, everybody's attached to a property or thing that 
the property is worth more because they grow up there or something that is 
kind of hard for me because I'm, I see numbers, but uh, other than that, it really 
helped me 

Speaker 1: Have you experienced any bias in the workplace or from potential clients due to 
being an immigrant, so like people's attitudes towards you or 

Speaker 2: Hm? Yes and no. I mean, the environment that we have in this company, it's 
completely different as you can imagine in any other company that's, that needs 
to be said. It's a complete difference. One of the owners was born in, uh, 
Netherlands, uh, and lived all over the world, so he speaks like six different 
languages. We have people from at least 10 different countries working in the 
company. So that's a different, completely different kind of environment. With 
customers- yes, I have been, I mean, every now and then we do a lot of 
investment in advertisement in Zillow. So I get phone calls from a lot of people 
that I don't know and as soon as they call me on the phone and get my accent or 
my last name it’s, “uh, I already have a realtor” or “I'll call you back later”. Yes. 
But either investors and they hear me ten minutes about numbers then I can flip 
them over, but uh, I need to fight it. I need to fight it yes.  

Speaker 1: Would you say it's more so or less than in Miami? 

Speaker 2: I’m not in same field that I was in Miami, but I will say probably, you can feel it 
more here probably, because I'm dealing with a lot of, uh, investors from, I mean 
from, and I want to, I don't want to say native, but really American people 
looking for investors for the investments that it's a completely different scenario 
than Miami. 

Speaker 1:                       Miami would probably bring people from all over too. 



Speaker 2:                       Yeah. So they, I mean the, they’re used to it.  

Speaker 3:  Was it more worse say like when you first got here? Because Harrisburg has 
grown to be more of a diverse/friendly place.  

Speaker 2: Yes, yes, yes, yes. When we moved here, I mean, especially now after three years 
we have a big group of Latino friends, but uh, when we moved here, I mean the 
city was extremely friendly. We know that at the very beginning. But every now 
and then we, when you hear someone that is really against you-- is really against 
you.  

Speaker 3: Yeah, there’s no medium. They’re stuck with their older values.  

Speaker 2: Usually in Florida if they are not really, let’s say, pro-immigrant. They just left you 
alone. That's it. Over here, they let you know that they are not willing to let you 
be basically.  

Speaker 1: Um, was there any like significant event that happened either here or in Florida 
that helped you transition most to American life? We got the big questions here. 

Speaker 2: *sigh* I know ha. Uh, it's not one. Uh, basically the option to have a future here 
is the big difference. That, uh, every time that I’ll go back to Argentina and speak 
with my friends or my family and say I can predict, I can know what I'm going to 
be doing in the next five years, at least, 10 years. That's a big difference. Back in 
South America let's say,  I mean even, I mean Columbia, Argentina, whatever, we 
can be, you have no idea how much, the value of your money today or 
tomorrow, or at two months.You know inflation, deflation,  

Speaker 1: So it's hard to like plan ahead?  

Speaker 2: Correct. Yes. Because I could have an okay business in Argentina or Colombia, so 
any, any country in South America, let's say, as it is today, Chile out of the 
question basically it's more stable. But all the rest of South America, you can 
have a okay business today in two months, something changes, new taxes or 
money drops or deflation, whatever. You're gone. You have no idea what's going 
to happen. It is completely unstable. So that was a big difference and that was 
what made me come to America and say I can start, work hard, but make some 
progress and say okay, in 10 years I want to do this and being able to.  

Speaker 1: So it helped you transition because you could organize yourself and plan ahead?  

Speaker 2: Mhm, yes, basically.  

Speaker 3: Were you originally planning on staying in the U.S.?  

Speaker 2: Yes. That was the plan. I have no idea why. I mean, it was, uh, when I came to the 
states for the first time when I was 14, when my, when my dad was working for 



Dupont and one of his trips he just brought me in. Okay. I wanted to live there 
and it was just on the back of my mind all the time. And again, in 2001 when I 
started flying back and forth, there was also the option to go to Canada. It was 
probably easier for me to get the visa, whether a student visa or do something 
different, but I just happened to be Miami. I mean, just I choose.  

Speaker 1: From people back in Argentina, what do you think holds them back from coming 
here and starting a life? 

Speaker 2: Uh, it is probably English will be one of, the language barrier could be one of the 
options. Uh, I studied English in my, in Argentina for 12 years. It’s not that 
common, but most of the middle class will at least have a knowledge and be able 
to communicate. But, I mean the idea of a friendship in the states is completely 
different than the one that we have in Argentina. And even, I guess, that 
Argentina is completely different to the rest of South America. Front door of my 
house was not technically open for security purpose, but any friend that was just 
walking over and just knock on the door. Come on in. Let's get a coffee, drink 
mate, or whatever altogether every time. No, no need to call ahead and make an 
appointment or other kind of stuff that basically we are used to here. I mean it's 
really weird that or really not common for you to go over a friend's house and 
just knock on the door here.  

Speaker 1: That’s true… you got to call.. 

Speaker 2: Call ahead, oh you’re going  to be home two hours. I'll be there. So over there is 
just, I'm here, let's do something. So I guess that's one of the bigger issu es and 
family, being able to have a family, being content with family, that's probably one 
of them.  

Speaker 3: Do you have any children?  

Speaker 2: No.  

Speaker 3: Do you plan on having any? 

Speaker 2: We tried, we planned, but it didn't work. We are not going to be crazy about it. 
We have a beautiful dog.  

Speaker 1: Yeah, I saw that.  

Speaker 2: 6 years old 

Speaker 1: What’s his or her name? 

Speaker 2: His, its Shanty. He’s a rescue. Yes. Black lab rescue from Miami. He came from 
Miami with us.  

Speaker 1: Does he have a lot of energy? 



Speaker 2: Yes. I love dogs. I love animals. I trained him myself. So he knows that inside the 
house is, it has to be mellow.  

Speaker 1: Alright. We have a few more questions then we’ll be closing out. But. So what's 
your favorite thing about being part of the Harrisonburg community? 

Speaker 2: I would say probably friendly. 

Speaker 1: People are so nice here. I'm from Jersey and everyone is so mean up there.  

Speaker 2: Again, one particular event that happened when we moved in, uh, we moved in 
September in 2015. The first Thanksgiving were completely alone. No, we didn't 
know anybody. What happened was we drove by on that first trip, a year later 
we just took one of the cars, putting it on a train, came here.  Getting into this 
office just randomly, rent the property from them and two weeks after just move 
all the stuff together here, so we didn't know anybody. So we're completed by 
ourselves. Thanksgiving we went to Food Lion and we were willing to buy a 
turkey breast because only two person. And the guy that was on the shelves in 
Food Lion took probably 10 minutes to explain us where to go to get it from, 
Carlisle, or Geroge, i do not remember which one, the outlet, a business that they 
have, the store that they have. So he took the time to explain and details, in this 
this corner this is Sheetz, on the left, whatever it is on the right. They really took 
care and make sure that we were pointed in the right direction. And that was 
great. 

Speaker 1: You don’t see that everywhere. 

Speaker 2: No no, I mean if it was Miami they’ll probably tell you “I mean, go to the store”. 
In Jersey, they’ll probably just ignore you basically 

Speaker 3: Half the time you just get no response.  

Speaker 2: So that's the main thing. Being a basically a small city, you know everybody. I 
mean I, I know people all around and being here only three years. So that's the 
main, the main thing you have friends all over and that helps, really.  

Speaker 3: What does your community, do you guys do any game nights like for example, or 
like getting together for any holidays?  

Speaker 2: Yes, yes. Uh, we, we are always getting together for, I would say probably once a 
month just for fun. Having dinner in different places. We have a group of, I would 
say probably seven to eight couples, kids, dogs and just get together, have 
dinner, or probably go to a salsa night in the cross keys vineyard. I don't dance, 
but my wife does. 

Speaker 1:  It’s always just fun to listen to it though. Salsa music gets you up 



Speaker 2: Yeah, completely. I mean, again my wife is an immigrant, she's from Colombia so 
she dances and she loves to dance. I can’t and I don't want to learn, but I can 
take her.  

Speaker 1: You definitely could haha  

Speaker 2:  I probably could, but I know I don't like it.It's not gonna happen.  

Speaker 1: All right. So we'll make this our last question for this. Um, so, uh, for anyone I 
guess that it's thinking about like leaving their country or wants to make that 
leap of faith to come to America or any country really, uh, what words of advice 
would you give to them in making that, I guess, jump? Like looking back on your 
experience. 

Speaker 2: Looking back, I will always try to get a helping hand in advance. Try to know 
where I'm going to land and if there’s going to be uh plan B, let’s say.  

Speaker 1: Yeah, so don't just like put all your eggs in one basket and then you can't? 

Speaker 2: Yes, yes, yes. Try to see, uh, what was, what was going to be the plan. Of course 
everything can change and going back again. Mostly, I mean, some friends back 
home will ask you, what are you going to be doing? Uh, I cooked pizza for 
probably two years here. “Why are you doing it in Miami and not doing it back in 
Argentina?” Because, well, doing this here, I can live. In Argentina, no. That's the 
big difference. From as less as I get paid and what he said, “are you going to go 
and wash dishes for the gringos over there. Why?” Because if I'm doing the 
dishes, I can live with that money. I can know that I can pay my rent and keep 
$100 at the end of the month if I want to. I'm not going to be able to do it or 
project back in Argentina in South America because it's, you don't know what's 
gonna happen.  

Speaker 1: So have a backup plan, have like the resources here?  

Speaker 2: Get something in advanced , get something that you could rely on. And that 
being,  if you have someone that can point you in the right direction, uh, that will 
make a big difference. Big Difference. 

Speaker 3: Okay wait actually one more last. Is there anything you wish or should have done 
differently in your process of coming here, becoming a citizen, anything?  

Speaker 1: Or no regrets? 

Speaker 2: No, I mean, but that's my way of life basically. I did what I thought it was right at 
the moment and if I made a mistake, I admit it. That's it. But it was part of the 
process,yes  

Speaker 1: *interjection* And you learned? 



Speaker 2: Yes, of defining where I'm going to go next. *pause* No, I wouldn't change 
anything. I mean, again, that's basically my way of life. I mean, I did it at the 
moment, I took my time, I thought about it, I thought this was the best, and if it 
wasn't, okay, next.  Then try to change it. But, but uh, no, change no, no, no, no. I 
wouldn't change. 

Speaker 1: You wouldn’t be here right now you know.  

Speaker 2: Exactly. Probably wouldn't meet my wife or get the dog that I have now. I mean 
you can do a lot of different. I would probably be more smart with money, uh, at 
the beginning because, I was doing really good in Miami at one point and living a 
really good life. I mean I won’t regret I won’t change it, but if I did different I will 
probably be able to stay on track instead of having to downsize and selling the 

house, return a leased car, all the kind of things that you see easy when you have 
the money or,I mean, all the advantages that you have being able to live here. 

For us coming from the, from, from South America, it's a bit easier now. Now I can 
lease a Mercedes Benz for $400 a month. That's cheap basically. I mean there's a 
lot of money, but it's cheap. Okay let's get it. I mean, why? I mean if you're saving 
$500 at the end of month after paying the car. Yes? Well, okay, you probably 

can afford it, but if  you are not saving the money? Uh, no, why didn't you get a 
Corolla and pay 200? Is it basically the same? So that's the only thing that I’d 
probably change. Uh, because as soon as you start, start doing better with 
money, growing, you usually start to spend more and that's the end of it. At one 
point it’s going to be, yes, you're going to pay for it. 

Speaker 1&3:  Yeah. True. All right. Thank you so much. 

Speaker 2: No problem! My pleasure. 

 


