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Abstract:

Christopher “Christy” Mathewson (August 12, 1880-October 7, 1925) was a world-renowned
professional baseball pitcher who captured the hearts of thousands of fans. He was not only a
baseball idol, but also a hero of World War | and an honorable Christian man. Christy was
famous for his exceptional success in pitching and his signature pitch known as the “Fade
Away”. In 1936, Christy was inducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame with the highest honor as
one of the “Five Immortals”.

Full Entry: Christy Mathewson: Fame, Sacrifice, and Christianity

Christy Mathewson’s life fulfilled the American Dream like none other as a legendary baseball
player, Christian, and war hero. As both a strong Christian man and professional baseball star, he
was a role model among fellow Christians and in the sports world.

As a graduate from Bucknell College, Christy’s professional career began in 1899 when he
played for the Tuanton Baseball Club of the New England League before joining the Virginia
League, and ultimately the New York Giants®?. During the next 17 seasons of playing for the
Giants, Christy quickly rose to the top with numerous records through his outstanding pitching?.
At the World Series Game of 1905, Christy pitched a record of three shutout victories to win the
championship for his team*. This success was considered the “most incredible mound
performance of all”®. He also pitched two no-hitter games in his career in 1901 and 19058,
Christy’s pitching success allowed him to play at the 1911, 1912, and 1913 World Series games’.
In the Washington Post, Christy’s pitching success was reported as being the cause of the
“revival” of baseball®. His games began to attract over 18,000 spectators®. There was a series of
games where he prevented a single person to score'®. The “Fade-away” was Christy’s signature
pitch that no one could top*!. Christy reported that the pitch made him tired and sore, so he
“saves it for the pinches.”'?. Newspaper headlines and articles called him the “premier pitcher of
the world” and the “greatest pitcher the game of baseball has long produced™3. His final stats
concluded 2,502 strike outs, 837 walks, and 80 shut outs in a total of 4,782 innings, earned him a
place in the prestigious Baseball Hall of Fame in 19364, In addition to being inducted into the
Hall of Fame, Christy was inducted as one of the prized “Five Immortals”, which is the highest
honor one can achieve in baseball®®. Christy’s outstanding talent captivated the World and
forever changed baseball.

At 38 years old, the baseball idol voluntarily traded his fame and fortune in baseball to serve for
the country in World War 16, During his time in the war, he was a Chemical Corps Officer of the
Gas and Flame Division of the American Expeditionary Force!’. Between performing trench
inspections for chemical gases and undergoing practice drills involving chlorine-based mustard
gas, Christy developed tuberculosis and an honorable discharge from the military*8. Upon



military discharge, Christy stayed involved in the world of baseball as much as he could before
tuberculous pneumonia took his life at the age of 45 on October 7""1°, Upon Christy’s death, he
was remembered by the world as both a baseball idol and a war hero?.

Christy’s strong faith radiated from him in all that he did in life. As a quiet, reserved, humble,
gentleman both on and off the baseball field, he lived a very respectable life. According to the
Washington Post, “Matty is absolutely without a trace of conceit. He’s a big, fine, clean-living
fellow, a great ball player, and a good business man, and as popular as pay day among the men
who work with him at the Polo grounds.”?’. Another newspaper said Christy “was a symbol of
the highest type of American sportsmanship.”??. Christy was such a well-respected role model
for Christians, as his success in baseball was being recorded in Christian newspapers, and he was
mentioned in preachers’ services as an example to follow. Pastor Christian F. Reisner in his
sermon spoke of Christy as a “modern masculine Christian”?3. In a sport full of scandals and
conceited athletes, Christy’s faith set him apart from all other athletes.

The American Dream for Christy was not only what he achieved in his life, but the respectable
life he lived as a Christian. Pitching in a Pinch: Baseball from the Inside stated Christy was “the
first truly national hero of the national game, and arguably-with an appeal across all social
classes-the first truly national hero to emerge from American sports.”?4, Christy’s kind heart
appealed to everyone making him one of the most popular role models of the time. A quote by
New York Herald writer Grantland Rice in 1923 confirms Christy’s respect as he was recognized
at a public sporting event during his final months of life. “A king walked out of the shadows of
the past into the brilliant spring sunshine of the Polo Grounds yesterday as 30,000 loyal subjects
paid him tribute of a roaring acclaim that no crowned monarch could ever know.”?°, Christy
fulfilled the American Dream by upholding a reputable Christian life within fame, fortune, and
military service.
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